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MEMBER FOR KALGOORLIE 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [4.25 pm]:  Hon Kim Chance mentioned rabble.  Ladies and 
gentlemen, his performance today was the rabble!   

I have always said that Hon Nick Griffiths is one of the Labor Party’s better ministers, but today he let down not 
only me, but also himself.  His character assassination of my colleague the member for Kalgoorlie, Matt Birney, 
was beneath him and his position as a minister.  The Leader of the Opposition, Hon Norman Moore, spoke on 
the motion of one vote, one value.  He was extremely complimentary to a government member, the member for 
Eyre.  Hon Norman Moore was heard in silence because he was factual when he talked about one vote, one 
value.  He did not give pie in the sky arguments like Hon Kim Chance.  After Hon Nick Griffiths reads Hansard, 
I hope he will remain embarrassed for a long time.  There was no need for him to be so crass on this historic 
occasion.   

My colleague the member for Kalgoorlie has worked extremely hard for his electorate.  I will outline some of the 
things he has done.  He has helped thousands of his constituents, even those in Eyre.  He has secured a promise 
from Qantas for cheaper airfares from Kalgoorlie to Perth on weekends.  It is fitting that I extol the virtues of the 
member for Kalgoorlie in Kalgoorlie.  He has secured a $50 000 cash sponsorship from the mining industry for 
the local tennis club.   

Hon Ken Travers interjected.   

Hon Norman Moore:  Mr Travers has a very big mouth; it is a pity his brain doesn’t go with it.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  That is right.   

He has helped local charity St Mary’s Industries get started by securing its initial customer base.  The member 
for Kalgoorlie has helped secure the Perth Wildcats national basketball league team to play in Kalgoorlie.  He is 
the chairman of the fundraising committee to build a rail track between Kalgoorlie and Boulder to run the loop-
line tourist train.  He has so far secured commitments from local industry to undertake the earthworks, saving 
thousands of dollars, and provide three kilometres, and possibly another three kilometres, of second-hand rail 
worth many thousands of dollars.  He has secured the services of a qualified rail engineer to oversee the project 
and, at no cost, many other incidentals relating to the project.  He has consistently led the fight against native 
title in favour of the local mining industry.  He supports the local mining industry.  He has secured a $4 million 
commitment from the State Opposition to move the hazardous -  

Hon Nick Griffiths:  His writing is pretty rough, is it? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  No. 

The member for Kalgoorlie has secured a commitment from the State Opposition to move the hazardous waste 
dump.  Does Hon Nick Griffiths recall the hazardous waste dump about which government members would not 
do anything?  The member for Kalgoorlie called and chaired the very first meeting of the local golfing 
fraternity - 

Several members interjected. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Obviously government members do not like hearing what the member for 
Kalgoorlie does for his electorate.  He probably does his job better than the previous Labor member did. 

The member for Kalgoorlie secured the necessary infrastructure to provide fast Internet connections for 
Coolgardie and Kambalda residents.  He received approval for $50 000 of funding from the local development 
commission to undertake a feasibility study into the building of a natural recreation lake, which I believe was 
subsequently rejected by the then Minister for Goldfields-Esperance.  Who was that?  It was Hon Nick Griffiths.  
The member for Kalgoorlie secured funding of $16 000 for the Red Cross soup patrol in Kalgoorlie; he is, 
therefore, very committed to local charities.  Over time he has helped hundreds, if not thousands, of people in his 
electorate.  This is why he will continue to be the member for Kalgoorlie for a very long time. 
 


